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A Tract for the Times. 



SEVENTEEN years ago last March, when Pro- 
hibition was under discussion in the Senate of 
Massachusetts, I preached a sermon from the text, 
"Moreover the law entered that tlie offence might 
abound." In that sermon I said, " I know very well 
the excitement that now prevails, and will increase on 
this subject, and in the midst of that flame I must 
stand, and perhaps be consumed by it and perhaps 
not" 

I have stood in that fire for seventeen years, and all 
there is left of me, you see on the front of this Tract. 
It is a long time to endure privation and abuse. It is 
true as was said of my namesake of old, " The 
archers have sorely grieved him and shot at him and 
hated him, but his bow abode in strength, and the 
arms of his hands were made strong by the hand of 
the mighty God of Jacob." — Gen. 49 : 23. 

I have never flinched nor doubted; not one pang 
of remorse or regret. I told the truth in vindication 
of God's word and Christ's example ; and in defence 
of the personal rights of every human being. The 
assailants are at war with God and man. Once over- 
thrown in 1S67, they have rallied, by secret methods, 
to re-enact their folly, and to be buried beneath it in 
one short year. 

A great part of this Tract was prepared and pub- 
lished in the Cambridge Press during the past winter, 
that will explain the headings and the divisions. The 
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4 A TRACT FOR THE TIMES. 

reader has here the condensed testimony drawn from 
more than one hundred witnesses, and scattered over 
a volume of more than 800 pages of the report of 
1867 on the License law. 

To every reasoning person, I think the evidence 
here will be convincing that a prohibitory law cannot 
stand against the convictions of so many persons, who 
Tepresent the piety, the wisdom, and the knowledge 
of a large majority of the people of the State. Those 
that are not ruled by their reason, will flounder on in 
the morass of prohibition — a morass of hypocrisy, 
folly and ambition, till they at last sink forever out 
of sight. 

I propose to fight it out on this line. I intend this 
Tract shall be put into the hand of every voter in the 
Commonwealth. 



PROHIBITORY LAWS CONDEMNED BY 
CONSCIENCE. 

Archimedes said he could move the world, if he 
could find a place on which to fix his fulcrum ; he 
never found that spot, and of course the earth was 
never moved by his lever. 

The prohibitionists would do wonders, but there is 
always a fatal if between them and their promised 
results. They have in their law, pains and penalties ; 
fines, imprisonment and confiscations; instruments 
for their purpose, justices and State constables; but 
the world does not move ; where rum abounded it 
still more abounds, and what was bad enough before, 
is still worse under this magic law. What is tlie| 
difficulty? where is the flaw or the fault? We td 
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them where — the moral sense of the community, of the 
whole world, is against them. In all ordinary crimes, 
tlie law and the penalty have not only the sentence 
that falls from the lips of the judge, but they have 
also the condemnation from the voice in the culprit's 
own bosom, and they have an approving sentence 
from all who witness or hear of the sentence. 

Not so with this law of prohibition. It is based on 
the supposition, that to drink a glass of liquor is a 
sin, — is a wrong done to society. This supposition 
is a falsehood ; a thing that the human conscience or 
consciousness does not teach. The inflamed decla- 
mation of a thousand flaming tongues, for twenty 
years, has made no impression in that direction. The 
stubborn conscience holds out its sharp sword to cut 
tlie li« asunder, every time it crosses its path. 

Of the two hundred witnesses who appeared before 
tlie Committee of the Legislature in 1867, not ten of 
them eould be urged up and goaded on to say they 
thought it a sin to drink a glass of ale, wine or 
whiskey. The trick, the special plea to throw guilt 
back upon another party, for assisting to do what it 
is no sin to do, has not helped the case at all. It is 
rather a confession of weakness, an acknowledgment 
that the bull by the horns is too many for them, and • 
so they have seized him by the tail. But a bull is a 
hard animal to drive anyhow, and the tail makes a 
very uncertain rudder. So the framers, advocates 
and executors of this law are everywhere, and at all 
times, hors du combat y-^ewcxywhQXQ put to the worst. 
They have nowhere the strong arm of conscience to 
strike for them its ceaseless and terrible blows. More 
than half the men who pronounce it sin to sell, go 
and help these sinners to commit the crime which 
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6 A TRACT FOR THE TIMES. 

they condemn with their tongues, but which they do 
not condemn in their consciences. 

The universal complaint is, that juries will not find 
verdicts as in other cases, that witnesses will not tes- 
tify readily and truthfully, and that officers will not 
prosecute with fidelity, and that whole communities 
look on, rather disposed to shelter than to punish. 
Why? Because they all know in their own souls 
that there is no crime ; that the whole fabric of pro- 
hibition is got up to carry out an extreme and impos- 
sible theory. But the mischief does not stop here. 
The theorists do not accomplish their purpose, but 
tliey do accomplish what they do not intend. They 
set up a false system of laws and of morals. If a man 
has any right in the world, any personal liberty which 
government cannot challenge, any capacity for self- 
control, it is the right to^determine what he shall eat 
and what he shall drink. Now this law is based on 
the supposition that man has no such right, and no 
such capacity. 

Worst of all, is the false standard of morals. Sub- 
tile poisons taken into the body, soon waste its 
strength and destroy its beauty. So with the body of 
society. The devil that was selected because he 
could do more mischief than any other, was one who 
said he would be a lying spirit in the mouth of all the 
prophets. This law has sent forth a lying spirit into 
the mouth of many of the prophets ; tliey prophesy 
falsely, and teach for the doctrines and truths of God 
the commandments of men, and those false command- 
mente. It is implied by this law that a man who 
drinks with his food a glass of wine is a sinner, and a 
man who does not do it is a better man than he ; and 
the person that is thus exalted by a mere negative, 
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begins to swell with his own righteousness, and the 
chances are many to one that he will be changed into 
the most arrant hypocrite. Every careful observer 
of society will see these things cropping out around 
tis on every side, and ere long we shall have a harvest 
of gall and wormwood. 



PROHIBITION CONDEMNED BY THE 
SCRIPTURES. 

The Scriptures come to us with the weight of divine 
authority. Fairly interpreted, their teaching is con- 
clusive. The foundation axiom of the Prohibitionists 
is, that all liquors, of which alcohol is any part, are 
injurious as beverages. Wine has alcohol, wine is 
approved and blessed in the Scriptures, sanctioned and 
sanctified by the words and example of Christ, and 
therefore its prohibition is wrong, and condemned by 
the Scriptures. In nearly every book of the Old Tes- 
tament wine is pronounced a blessing ; the excessive 
use condemned then, as it is now. The warnings 
against the improper use no more prove the thing 
itself wrong, than the condemnation of foolish talking 
proves the gift of speech a curse instead of a blessing. 

The Saviour of mankind appears on a festive occa- 
sion, and makes and presents to the guests a hundred 
and twenty gallons of tlie best wine, — wine fermented 
and ripe with age. On another occasion he admits 
that it was his habit to use it as a part of his diet. 
"John came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, 
and you say he hath a devil." The Son of Man came 
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eating and drinking ; eating what? what John did not 
eat, — the ordinary food of the country, — bread. 
Drinking what? the ordinary drink of the countr}', — 
wine. The only attempt to get rid of the plain teach- 
ing of the Scriptures, and the example of Christ, is by 
a quibble, — that is, by saying this wine had no 
alcohol in it. Now the stream of commentators for 
eighteen hundred years never suggested such an idea. 
This new interpretation was begotten for the occasion. 
The interpretation is begotten to meet a theory, — 
not because there is the least particle of truth in it. 
A miracle changed the water into wine, another mir- 
acle is needed to prove that wine is not wine. This 
the Prohibitionists have attempted ; with what success 
we shall see. Dr. Barnes, of Philadelphia, comment- 
ing on this miracle, says, " This had all the qualities 
of real wine." Rev. Eli Smith, for twenty years a 
missionary in Palestine, says, " Unintoxicating wines 
I have not been able to hear of. All wines, they say, 
will intoxicate more or less. So in regard to fermen- 
tation ; when inquiring if there exists any such thing 
as unfermented wine, I have uniformly been met with 
a stare of surprise. The name for wine in Arabic and 
Hebrew is derived from the word which means to fer- 
ment." — Bib. Sacra^ 1846. Dr. Van Dyck, in the 
same Quarterly (Jan. 1869), who has been a mis- 
sionary in Syria for more than a quarter of a century, 
says : " From the above you can easily infer my judg- 
ment as to the proper wine for the sacrament. The 
same as the blessed Saviour used when he instituted 
the ordinance, — the juice of the grape, — so fermented 
as to be capable of producing intoxication when taken 
in sufficient quantity. Bible lands now know nothing 
of any other wine, and the most diligent inquiries of 
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those longest on the ground, and most familiar with 
the people, satisfy them that no other has ever been 
known there." 

The Nertv York Independent^ the organ of more 
Orthodox readers than any other paper in the country, 
in its issue of February 25th, 1869, says : " We cannot 
agree that there is no evidence what kind of wine our 
Saviour made in his first miracle. We believe that all 
the wine of Palestine was alcoholic, and we know 
that new wine was. In the climate of Palestine, fer- 
mentation would begin in half an hour after the juice 
was expressed, and the time of greatest drunkenness 
was the time of new wine." No, gentlemen, you are 
profane and impious, and you are urging yourselves 
upon the shield and buckler of Omnipotence, — upon 
the united opinions and practice of the whole human 
race. 

Ycu cannot succeed. The stars in their course 
fought against Sisera and his hosts ; the sun in his 
course, the earth in its revolutions, all nature with its 
fixed, inevitable laws, fight against you, and proclaim 
your attempt neither possible nor desirable. Call off 
your myrmidons, let them no longer hunt for the 
precious life of every man who differs with you ; throw 
down the weapons with which you war, which, be- 
cause they are carnal, are therefore weak; take the 
sword of truth, the helmet of sincerity, and, knowing 
the terrors of Rum, persuade men, and you will be 
blessed and a blessing. Now you only fill the State 
with wrath, cheating, stealing, slander, and hypocrisv ; 
the last, the most deadly of all the sins, for, like the 
leprosy, it strikes through flesh and blood, and eats up 
body and soul. 
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" A remarkable instance of striving to commit 
Bible to the figment of an unfermented wine, is fo 
in the Articles under the words * Wine ' and ' Fr 
in Kitto's ' Cyclopaedia of Biblical Literature/ wri 
by Dr. F. R. Lees. But nothing could be better fi 
to prejudice an Oriental scholar against the tern] 
ance reformation than to put those articles into 
hands." • • • • • 

" The end does not sanctify the means. No g 
cause is promoted by unsound arguments. Our wj 
ings are best heeded when men see that we s 
the truth precisely as it is. It is much better for 
cause to follow reverently the teachings of God's w< 
than to wrest one Scripture text in favor of what sc 
might deem the most telling arguments. The tem] 
ance reformation cannot afford to meet the terr 
reaction that must inevitably follow such a cou 
Even on the low ground of expediency it is not v 
to place the cause in antagonism with a book wl 
is moulding the character of the world, and every 
exercises a mightier and more extensive sway ; a be 
too, that never requires the use of wine except at 
communion table, or as a medicine prescribed 
another than the party who is to use it." — Rev, - 
T. Laurie. 



PROHIBITION CONDEMNED BY THE Wl 
AND GOOD OF THE PRESENT DAY. 

The great and good Governor Andrew built his 
monument of intellectual greatness and honesty, 
that book of evidence drawn out in 1867, before 
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Committee of the Legislature. One hundred and 
seventeen witnesses, second as a body to no equal 
number of citizens in the State, testify with one 
accord that they believe a prohibitory law an impossi- 
bility, and most of them declare it not only impossible, 
but unjust. The medical faculty were strongly repre- 
sented, and testified against the law in all its forms. 
Some of the ablest and best clergymen of all denom- 
inations, judges learned and profound, magistrates and 
merchants, all pronounce it impossible, and most of 
them declare it wrong in principle. That book settles 
the fate of prohibitory laws ; it is the voice of the 
S^te, the voice of mankind, and all future experi- 
ments will but confirm the opinions there recorded. 
We propose to give some brief extracts, to edify our 
friends and confound our opponents. 

Ex-Governor Washburn says of the law of 1852 : 
** We lost, by means of that law, the entire moral 
power of ^he community. Under the old arrangement 
there were twenty men ready on all public occasions 
to advocate the cause of temperance, where there is 
one now." Ex-Governor Clifford says: "The only 
decided opinion that I have, is that the existing legis- 
lation is not promotive of the morality of the com- 
munity. I believe it is an invasion into the region of 
morals, where legislation cannot accomplish its pur- 
pose. With the people generally, I believe the change 
has been for the worse. I am very well persuaded 
that it is only a step in the wrong direction ; I believe 
that it tends to increase the evils of intemperance ; I 
think it will have a tendency to destroy very much of 
the manliness there is among us by the attempts to 
execute it. My own deliberate opinion is, that it has 
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proved an expensive failure. The law was conce 
in insincerity." 

Hon. Joel Parker testified : " My opinion has 1: 
that the prohibitory law could not be executed for 
great length of time ; that the attempt to execui 
piohibitory law, was opposite to that principle wl 
craves excitement in some shape or form ; that hui 
nature could not be recast in such a way as that p 
ciple would be extinguished, and that it would o 
come any law that could be passed, after a time ; 
tendency of the sale, under such circumstances, 
to corrupt the morals of the community. Anol 
objection against the prohibitory law, was the 
dency to corrupt the community, by making it a p< 
ical question* My opinion was, that the public g 
was not, on the whole, promoted by this law; 
far as it is executed it is attended with certain e 
which spoils its effect." 

Hon. George S. Hillard says : " It seems, to me 
attempt to prohibit liquors is an entire failure, j 
that it produces some very distinct evils. I thinjc i 
a very great evil having a law on our statu te-b 
that cannot be enforced." 

Ex-Judge H. W. Bishop testifies : " I think it ^ 
be very diflficult to enforce it. It affects all the ot 
laws, and destroys the respect for the other laws, i 
they are yielded to reluctantly. While I was in 
courts a very shrewd man came to me one day, ; 
asked me what was the penalty for stealing a glass 
liquor. I informed him that it was twenty dollars i 
and costs. He then asked me what was the penalty 
selling a glass of liquor. I told him that penalty w: 
hundred dollars fine and costs. He then asked i 
was worse to sell a glass of liquor than to steal it. 
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Judge Sanger says, in his opinion the law is "an 
infringement of the rights of the citizens." 

Hon. E. Haskett Derby testifies as follows : " I be- 
lieve that the light wines of Europe are, to a great 
extent, substitutes for food. The quantity of wine 
used in France averages nearly a bottle per day for 
every inhabitant. During both of my visits to Europe 
I do not remember to have seen a single case of intox 
ication. If you punish one man for selling, you do not 
get rid of the appetite. I would correct the taste. If 
no one can legally sell, then the man who buys is in 
complicity with the man who sells, in a violation of 
law." 

Hon. H. W. Paine testifies : *' I remained in the 
State (Maine) four or five years after the passage of 
the first Maine Law. I was not able to perceive that 
there was any decrease of the use of spirits. It is 
because this law is practically inefficient that it is tol- 
erated. It seems to me the present law is absolutely 
pernicious. There have been spasmodic efforts to en- 
force that law (in Maine), from time to time, but they 
have been spasms followed by no permanent results." 



PROHIBITORY LAWS CONDEMNED BY 

MEN OF SCIENCE. 

To the question, " How extensive, and how constant 
is the use of wine as a beverage in Switzerland?" 
Prof. Louis Agassiz answers : — 

''It is the usual beverage. It is a part of the 
alimentation of the country. Wine is given as one of 
the charities extended to the poor of the country. 1 
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do not know of a more cheerful population, nor of a 
more temperate people than the citizens generally ol 
Switzerland. Intemperance is unknown in the wine- 
growing countries. I believe when you can have 
cheap, pure wine, you will no longer need prohibi- 
tory or license laws. I was amazed to see the manner 
in which the prohibitory legislation here interferes 
with the diet and mode of living of the people. I 
;have met with a great many people, who, in the mat- 
ter of drinking, do not practice in private what they 
profess in public." 

Prof. Henry J. Bigelow has travelled in England, 
France, Italy, Egypt, Germany and Switzerland. To 
the question as to the effect of wine upon the people 
in wine-growing countries, he answers : — 

" I should judge that it was not injurious in any- 
way. You will find a vast amount of wine-drinking, 
and the stimulus, on the whole, to the advantage of 
the individual." 

Prof. Charles T. Jackson says : — 

" The moderate use of alcoholic drinks, so far from 
doing any harm to the human body, serves to sustain 
its powers of endurance, and saves the destruction of 
so much of our tissues, and is therefore conservative 
to the system. Wines act as food." 

To the question, " Does any form of alcoholic drink 
act as food ? " Prof. Horsford replies : — 

" I think it is food. It ministers to the strength of 
the organism. In so far as it renders more perfect the 
digestion of the food, it acts itself as food. During 
mv life in Germany I saw my associates drink their 
light wines continuously, and I saw but one drunken 
man while I was there." If the question were asked 
you whether God made or produced alcohol, what 
should you say? " I should say He did." 
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Dr. E. H. Clarke, Professor of Materia Medica, 
Harvard College, studied at Paris, Berlin, and Vienna. 
This was one of the most thorough and intelligent wit- 
nesses upon the stand. The Doctor says 2 — 

" I lived, at one time, for about three years in al- 
most exclusively wine-growing countries, and I looked 
upon the light wine there produced as being an addi- 
tion to the comfort and sustenance of the people. 
We find all through the world tea, tobacco, fermented 
liquors or alcoholic beverages, distributed wherever 
the human race are to be found, and they seem to 
afford the opportunity of checking too rapid destruc- 
tion of the tissues, and so keep the balance right, and 
the individual in health. (Alcohol.) It aids in the 
consumptive work of the system, and consequently 
enables more food to pass into the system. I look 
upon the usage of drinking as one that must be gov- 
erned by the intelligence, by the character, by the force 
of will of the individual, and that it can be governed 
in no other way." 

Dr. James C. White, Professor of Chemistry, Har- 
vard College, testifies : — 

*' Alcohol acts precisely the same way, and its results 
are entirely the same, as the results of beef tea. It 
acts directly and finally in the same way as beef tea." 

Dr. Joseph Parrish, President of an institution near 
Philadelphia, for the cure of persons given to the 
excessive use of narcotics and stimulants, says in refer- 
ence to such testimony as we have given above : — 

" How the promulgation of such views as these 
may influence the public mind in relation to the tem- 
perance teachings of the day, may be a question of 
doubt. Our own belief is, that the intelligent people 
of this country will be satisfied with nothing short of 
the truth, and that no reformatory efforts can avail for 
the good of men, that do not draw their inspiration 
from truth. 
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" It is, therefore, respectfully submitted to the enthu 
siastic laborers in the field of moral reform, who are 
proclaiming that it is the duty of every man to be a 
total abstainer from the use of alcoholic beverages, to 
take into the arena of their logic the facts of history 
and science, and weave them into the system of their 
philosophy. 

" We believe the temperance cause will be stronger, 
and the total abstinence principle commend itself more 
readily to mankind, if it is presented with all the facts 
concerning alcohol admitted, and an appeal made to 
the intelligent consideration of men on the basis of 
these facts. If it is food, and can be used under cer- 
tain conditions and circumstances, let us be as free to 
assert it, and leave the whole case to the intelligent 
judgment of the people." 



PROHIBITORY LAWS CONDEMNED BY 
THE WISE AND GOOD. 

Rev. Leonard Bacon, D.D., testifies: — 

" I think this law standing upon our statute-book 
to-day, is really a falsehood. My conviction is that 
this law tends to popular demoralization ; such has 
been my conviction ever since the law went into oper- 
ation, and I feel it more and more. I was told by 
missionaries, that the Mahoraedans, under a prohibi- 
tory law, were dying out of drunkenness. So far as 
my observation in the town of New Haven extends, 
there is more intemperance now than there ever was 
before." 

Bishop Eastburn says : — 

" I am against a prohibitory law, on principle." 

Rev. George E. Ellis, D.D., testifies : — 

" I have been inclined to the opinion that all efibrts 
to coerce men in their private habits only tend to make 
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them worse. There are so many legitimate and inno- 
cent uses of every grade and kind of intoxicating 
liquors, that individuals will assert their right to pur- 
chase them without much difficulty or annoyance. I 
do not know what you would call defiance of it ; I am 
willing to own that within a week I went and bought 
some wine for an invalid ; I did not go to the State or 
town agent ; I went where I chose. If that was a defi- 
ance of the law, I felt perfectly innocent in doing it." 

Rev. Mr. Healy says : — 

" The moral effect of the present (prohibitory) law 
upon this class of people is very bad. I have seen the 
people of other countries, where there is a constant 
use of wines, where I have seen no cases of intoxica- 
tion." 

Rev. Dr. Todd says : — 

"The law has taken the work out of our hands. 
That has been the trouble with the pulpit for the last 
ten or fifteen years ; and I have never been in favor 
of the law, for that reason. We have had this law in 
operation for fifteen years, but slxq not as well off now 
as when this law was put in operation, in my own 
community." 

Rev. George Putnam, D.D., says : — 

*' I have not any satisfactory evidence that the at- 
tempts to suppress the use of liquor is a success, or is 
likely to be a success. I am not aware that intemper- 
ance has been diminished of late. I think there is now 
more of what is called 'moderate drinking' than there 
was twenty or thirty years ago. All these things lead 
me to the conclusion that even an approximate sup- 
pression of the use of intoxicating liquors, however 
desirable it may be, can never be attained. I believe 
that the present law produces demoralization, — a dis- 
respect for law tiiat cannot be enforced. It demor- 
alizes jurors and witnesses. It demoralizes the sellers 
of liqjiors, inducing them to resort to all manner of 
frauds, and evasions, and tricks ; to do that unlawfully 
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which they cannot do lawfully. It is injurious to the con- 
sciences of the people to be always violating a law." 

Rev. Rufus Ellis says : — 

" The prohibitory law seems to me to be ill-founded 
in principle, and inefficient in its workings. It is a 
law that I do not think can be carried out, for the 
reason that the conscience and the judgment of the 
community do not go along with it. I think that the 
fact that the moral sentiment of a large portion of the 
community does not approve the law, tends to demor- 
alize the community." 

Rev. Nehemiah Adams testifies : — 

" My conviction has been, and is now, that it is a 
failure, and for the reason it is against the light of 
nature." 

Rev. A. P. Peabody, D,D., says: — 

" I was at one time very strongly in favor of pro- 
hibitory legislation ; but I believe it has done little or 
no permanent good, and has produced a great deal of 
evil. It has led to a vast amount of fraud and perjury, 
I believe that all the prohibitory laws that have been 
enacted have done a great deal of mischief." 

Rev. J. A. Bolles, D.D., testifies : — 

" I have not any doubt that intemperance has very 
much increased ; nor have I any doubt that the public 
mind is demoralized upon the whole subject. I think 
it has, for instance, demoralized the public mind, by 
giving a false standard of morality ; and I doubt if 
there can be any gieater injury to good morals than 
the setting up of false standards of morality." 

Rev. George B. Ide says : — 

" I can only say that in Springfield the prohibitory 
law does not stop intemperance, does not suppress 
the sale of liquor ; intemperance and the sale of liquor 
are increasing. I am sure that intemperance hjis in- 
creased within the last four or five years very rapidly." 
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PROHIBITION CONDEMNED BY 
MAGISTRATES. 

J. C. Blaisdell, Ex-Mayor of Fall River, says : — 

*' The effort to enforce it is in its very nature a very 
demoralizing one, — demoralizing upon all who have 
the enforcement of the law, or the effort to enforce it, 
intrusted to their keeping. Young men get together 
in clubs of five or six in a house, and furnish them- 
selves with liquor, and drink themselves drunk, or till 
their supplies are exhausted." 

Hon. Louis Lapham, Justice of Police Court, Fall 
River, says : — 

" There have been a number of complaints for 
illegal selling ; yesterday there were six cases in my 
own court. Nevertheless intemperance does not seem 
to decrease. The attempt is to make liquor an out- 
law ; I think it is impracticable in its results." 

P. L. Page, Police Justice at Pittsfield, says: — 

" I have been an advocate of the prohibitory law 
from the start, and have endeavored as a police justice 
to carry it into effect. I must say, however, that my 
experience has compelled me to alter my opinion 
upon this law essentially. The moral feelings in the 
towns in our place in the police courts is in favor of 
screening the liquor dealers from the action of the 
law. I intended to say that intemperance had in- 
creased faster than the population." 

Charles Philbrick, City Marshal of Lawrence, tes- 
tifies : — 

" It (intemperance) has been constantly increasing 
for the last three years. In 1864 we had before the 
police court for drunkenness, three hundred and 
ninety-seven cases ; in 1865, there were five hundred 
and seventeen cases ; in 1866, we had six hundred and 
eighty-one." 
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This witness testifies that tlie number of groggeries 
increased in Lawrence from one hundred and thirty- 
eight in 1865, to one hundred and sixty-eight in 1867. 
From forty to sixty have been prosecuted there at each 
. term of the court since June, 1865. 

William S. Meservey, Ex-Mayor of Salem, testi- 
fies : — 

" The law in its effect holds out a bounty to those 
who violate it in the enhanced profits of the traffic, 
and induces perjury in the victim when forced to 
appear as witness for the prosecution ; and while it 
does not lessen the number of those who sell, it in- 
creases the number of those who purchase.. I think 
that the difficulty of a prohibitory law has been this : 
that it has undertaken to declare and punish as a crime, 
that which the moral sense of the community at large 
does not consider as a crime. I consider, also, that 
we have commenced at the wrong end entirely. If it 
is a crime to sell liquor, it is certainly a crime to buy 
it ; I think the penalty should be inflicted on the per- 
sons who buy the liquor, if it is to be inflicted on 
those who sell." 

Hon. Charles G. Davis, United States Assessor, 
testifies: — 

" I have no question in my own mind that the law 
does much more hurt than good. I think it is gradu- 
ally poisoning those people who drink at all by a 
poorer kind of liquor than would otherwise be had. 
As we destroy the respectable dealers, many more of a 
poorer class, selling a much poorer liquor, spring up." 

Hon. James H. Duncan, of Haverhill, testifies : — 

" My observation and conviction are that temper- 
ance has not been promoted by the prohibitory law ; 
that the temperance of our people is not so good as it 
was before the passage of the law. I do not believe 
there ever was a time when a majority of those who 
composed a Legislature and passed a law were, in 
their individual opinion and consciences, in favor of 
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the law. It is impossible to make that a crime which 
is not made a crime by the divine law. I think that 
the prohibitory law demoralizes the community. Who 
believes that the thirty-three thousand dollars' worth 
sold at the agency in Haverhill were bought for medi- 
cinal and mechanical purposes, in the proper meaning 
of the terms? Then what a vast amount of lying has 
been occasioned through this agency ! I think it im- 
possible to carry out this law.". 

George Washington Warren, Justice of the Police 
Court, Charlestown, testifies : — 

" The law is contrary to the actual public sentiment 
of the Commonwealth, in opposition to the practices of 
the people. I think the habits of society are no more 
tending to total abstinence than they were twenty-five 
years ago. I should think that a majority of the 
people use it in some form." 

Isaac S. Burrell, Ex-City Marshal of Roxbury, 
says : — 

" So far as my experience for the past two years 
extends, it has not diminished drunkenness; on the 
contrary, it seems to me that a great many more females 
are getting into the habit of drinking than heretofore." 



THE PROHIBITORY LAW CONDEMNED BY 
A WHOLE CLOUD OF WITNESSES. 

Rev. F. H. Hedge, D.D., testifies: — 

*' I think that the prohibitory measures have tended 
to create a great deal of moral evil, a great deal of 
concealment and hypocrisy. It has had a tendency to 
throw contempt upon law." 

Prof. Bo wen, of Cambridge, says : — 

" It is not for the Legislature to tell me or any other 
man what is absolutely right or wrong. That is a 
matter between me, my conscience, and my God." 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22 A TRACT FOR THE TIMES. 

Rev. John Power testifies : — 

" I was in France three years, in the midst of a wine 
country, and I never saw a man drunk. As a citizen, 
I have a right to sell or drink, limited by the bounds 
of moderation.* You have no right to make that law. 
A bare majority makes a law. That does not make 
it a right law." 

Rev. Patrick Strain says of the liquor law : — 
" I think it has done no good. I think the people 
generally do not respect it, nor has there been any 
liquor law respected by the people generally. I think 
that the prohibitory law makes people hypocrites and 
deceitful." 

Rev. tedward T. Taylor (Father Taylor), the sea- 
men's preacher, to the question, " Are you in favor of 
a prohibitory law.? " answers : — 

"By no means. I have no right to punish the 
righteous with the wicked. This prohibitory law 
shuts us in. I should not want to deny my God. I 
should not want to raise my hand against the hand of 
my God. I should not want to think the world was 
so reduced, and I do not believe the world is so lost." 

Otis Norcross, Ex-Mayor of Boston, testifies : — 
" My own experience is, that a large majority are 
opposed to the present law. They think it is a failure. 
To be sure, a few State Constables have made arrests, 
and broken up a few places, but it amounts to nothing. 
They have not taken hold of any persons of conse- 
quence." 

Hon. George C. Richardson, Ex-Mayor of Cam- 
bridge, says : — 

" My observation comes to this point, — that prohib- 
ition is absolutely impossible, taking men and things 
as they are." 

F. W. Lincoln, Ex-Mayor of Boston, says : — 
" My conviction is, that the present prohibitory law 
cannot be enforced." 
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Rev, S. K. Lothrop, D.D., says : — 

" I did not know that anybody now undertook to 
maintain that it was possible absolutely to execute the 
present law. I do not think you can expect a great 
deal from a law which makes that a crime and a 
wrong which in itself considered is not a crime and a 
wrong. I think I should rather punish the man who 
went and took the drams, than the man who sold them. 
The present law in this State seems to me to be a very 
imperfect one. It does not seem to be doing any great 
good, but much harm." 

Hon. John C. Park, for three years prosecuting 
officer in Boston, testifies : — 

" The result of this law has been a demoralization 
of the public mind very much, in relation to obedience 
to the law of the land. Once get the public to the idea 
that such a law ought to be violated, and the public 
mind is demoralized by it. It has been so in this 
community. The jury says, * I am not satisfied it is a 
nuisance. I will not say a thing is black when it is 
white, because the Legislature says it is black. I see 
it is white, and do not believe it is black. The Legis- 
lature cannot legislate that I upon oath shall say that a 
thing is different from what it is.' I think that the 
Legislature went too far when tliey declared it was a 
common nuisance." 

Rev. C. F. Barnard, Minister at Large in Boston, 
says : — 

" I have never known so much drunkenness, and 
I never have known so much bad liquor to be used. 
I never should have anything to do with a prohib- 
itory law, nor with anything of the kind. I have 
no faith in tliat way of facing things. It is not the 
Gospel way. Our Saviour came eating and drink- 
ing, and the first miracle he wrought was to give the 
people good wine. He wanted good wine to be used, 
and to be considered as the good gift of the gracious 
Father." 
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E. B. Patch, of Lowell, testifies : — 

" I think that the sale of liquor was never more free 
than it is at the present time. I believe that all 
dealers sell it in the most open manner, as much as 
they please, and to whom they please. I do not mean 
to say that the habit is universal, but I do mean that 
it is used among the better class of our citizens, who 
did not use it years ago. So far as the city of Lowell 
is concerned, it is a failure." 

Rev. J. G. Cochran, for eighteen years a missionary 
in Persia, called as a witness by Messrs. Miner and 
Spooner, says : — ^ 

" Wine is made there ; a pure wine, which is never 
sweetened. It is never drank till it is fermented. It 
is only intoxicating wines that are drank. I have 
never known the use of that which was unfermented." 

Hear a warning voice from the grave of the loved 
and lamented Andrew : — 

" I forewarn you of the day surely coming, unless 
you recede, when the monopoly you are striving to 
create, greedy for more gain and more power, anxious 
to increase and not to diminish its sales, will 'run the 
machine' in the interest of unlimited consumption by 
our own people, as well as by the heathen. When 
that day comes, it will be found that your machinery, 
the motive power of which will be a stream of Rum, 
swollen by all the affluents of commerce, will have a 
wheel large enough for the stream, and that the whole * 
stream will be turned on the wheel. I pray you to 
avoid trying the fatal experiment to see whether in 
that day, and until a new revolution shall break the 
chain you now are forging, Massachusetts will own 
the Trade in Rum, or the Monopolists of the Trade 
will own Massachusetts, selling w^a^ they please, as 
they please, to whom they please, limiting their busi- 
ness only by the fatality of their beverages. The only 
safety of ' the machine * is found in the fact that 
it never will be made to workT 
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